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Sharp fall in UK core inflation unlikely to
last long
Core inflation is likely to nudge a little closer to target over the next
couple of months. But for the Bank of England, the fact that wage
growth is running close to post-crisis highs remains a bigger
consideration. This suggests it's still too early to be pencilling in rate
cuts in the UK
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At 1.5%, UK core inflation fell reasonably sharply in August and came in quite a bit below market
expectations for 1.8% year-on-year. This now sits at the lowest level since late-2016, although
there are few reasons why this shouldn’t be overstated.

Firstly, some of the fall was down to unusual volatility in the price of games & toys. Having risen by
the fastest monthly rate since the 1980s back in July, the price of these recreational goods fell
back by 5% during August. Secondly, clothing prices didn’t increase as rapidly as they did at the
same time last year. Elsewhere, price changes appeared more ‘normal’ and we expect to see core
inflation nudge a bit closer to target over the next couple of months, particularly in light of
fairly favourable base effects.
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Wage growth continues to be a bigger consideration for the Bank
of England

Either way, the outlook for consumer prices still appears fairly benign - even when considering the
latest increase in oil prices. However, for the Bank of England, wage growth continues to be a
bigger consideration. Skill shortages in certain parts of the jobs market are prompting more rapid
rises in regular pay, and wage growth continues to sit around post-crisis highs. Given services
make up a sizable share of the UK inflation mix, and these items tend to be fairly labour-intensive,
these higher wage costs could feasibly translate into a bit of upward pressure for consumer prices
in the medium- term.

This is the main reason why the Bank of England will likely retain its notional tightening bias at
tomorrow’s meeting – and also suggests it’s too early to pencil in rate cuts in the UK. Equally
though, the ongoing uncertainty surrounding Brexit, and mounting concerns over global growth,
suggests the prospect of any further policy tightening is also still quite a long way off.

The prices of games and toys have been unusually volatile
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Author

James Smith
Developed Markets Economist
james.smith@ing.com

Disclaimer

This publication has been prepared by the Economic and Financial Analysis Division of ING Bank N.V. (“ING”) solely for information
purposes without regard to any particular user's investment objectives, financial situation, or means. ING forms part of ING Group
(being for this purpose ING Group N.V. and its subsidiary and affiliated companies). The information in the publication is not an
investment recommendation and it is not investment, legal or tax advice or an offer or solicitation to purchase or sell any financial
instrument. Reasonable care has been taken to ensure that this publication is not untrue or misleading when published, but ING
does not represent that it is accurate or complete. ING does not accept any liability for any direct, indirect or consequential loss
arising from any use of this publication. Unless otherwise stated, any views, forecasts, or estimates are solely those of the author(s),
as of the date of the publication and are subject to change without notice.

mailto:james.smith@ing.com


THINK economic and financial analysis

Snap | 18 September 2019 3

The distribution of this publication may be restricted by law or regulation in different jurisdictions and persons into whose
possession this publication comes should inform themselves about, and observe, such restrictions.

Copyright and database rights protection exists in this report and it may not be reproduced, distributed or published by any person
for any purpose without the prior express consent of ING. All rights are reserved. ING Bank N.V. is authorised by the Dutch Central
Bank and supervised by the European Central Bank (ECB), the Dutch Central Bank (DNB) and the Dutch Authority for the Financial
Markets (AFM). ING Bank N.V. is incorporated in the Netherlands (Trade Register no. 33031431 Amsterdam). In the United Kingdom
this information is approved and/or communicated by ING Bank N.V., London Branch. ING Bank N.V., London Branch is authorised by
the Prudential Regulation Authority and is subject to regulation by the Financial Conduct Authority and limited regulation by the
Prudential Regulation Authority. ING Bank N.V., London branch is registered in England (Registration number BR000341) at 8-10
Moorgate, London EC2 6DA. For US Investors: Any person wishing to discuss this report or effect transactions in any security
discussed herein should contact ING Financial Markets LLC, which is a member of the NYSE, FINRA and SIPC and part of ING, and
which has accepted responsibility for the distribution of this report in the United States under applicable requirements.

Additional information is available on request. For more information about ING Group, please visit http://www.ing.com.

http://www.ing.com

