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3D printing’s post-pandemic potential;
the complete report
The growth of 3D printing plunged in 2020 due to the Covid-19 recession.
But the experienced vulnerability of supply chains and the economic
recovery could be catalysts for a rebound. We expect growth to recover
to 25-30%, slightly higher than in the years before Covid-19. We don t
expect 3D printing to be applicable for mass production any time soon

The potential of 3D printing was recently shown in Amsterdam with this 3D-printed bridge, opened by
Queen Maxima in July 2021

Executive summary

3D printing is back in the spotlight

3D printing caught quite some attention half a decade ago. In our 2017 report, we
discussed the possibilities of the technology and its consequences for world trade. Now
that 3D printing has come to the rescue in some markets where Covid- 19 has caused
supply shortages, the technology is attracting attention once again. This report is a
follow-up to our 2017 study look at the development of 3D printing in recent years. As
for its future, specific attention is given to the short and longer-term effects of the
pandemic on the outlook for the 3D printing business.
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The outlook

3D printing is the dominant production technique in some niche markets, but to become
a widely used method in manufacturing, further technological breakthroughs are
needed to drive down costs. There is no sign of that happening soon. But other drivers of
growth make us believe that 3D printing could make up 5% of all manufactured
products around 2040.

The effect on global trade

3D printing is a threat to world trade but its impact is still limited. The share of 3D
printed goods in global manufacturing could rise to 5% over the next two decades. That
is a significant increase from the current share of 0.1%, but much lower than in the two
scenarios in our 2017 report. The effect on world trade is more subdued as well, at
-4.5%. This implies, on average, 0.2 percentage points less trade growth per year
towards 2040.
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misleading when published, but ING does not represent that it is accurate or complete. ING does not accept any liability for
any direct, indirect or consequential loss arising from any use of this publication. Unless otherwise stated, any views, forecasts,
or estimates are solely those of the author(s), as of the date of the publication and are subject to change without notice.

The distribution of this publication may be restricted by law or regulation in different jurisdictions and persons into whose
possession this publication comes should inform themselves about, and observe, such restrictions.

Copyright and database rights protection exists in this report and it may not be reproduced, distributed or published by any
person for any purpose without the prior express consent of ING. All rights are reserved. ING Bank N.V. is authorised by the
Dutch Central Bank and supervised by the European Central Bank (ECB), the Dutch Central Bank (DNB) and the Dutch Authority
for the Financial Markets (AFM). ING Bank N.V. is incorporated in the Netherlands (Trade Register no. 33031431 Amsterdam). In
the United Kingdom this information is approved and/or communicated by ING Bank N.V., London Branch. ING Bank N.V.,
London Branch is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and is subject to regulation by the Financial Conduct
Authority and limited regulation by the Prudential Regulation Authority. ING Bank N.V., London branch is registered in England
(Registration number BR000341) at 8-10 Moorgate, London EC2 6DA. For US Investors: Any person wishing to discuss this
report or effect transactions in any security discussed herein should contact ING Financial Markets LLC, which is a member of
the NYSE, FINRA and SIPC and part of ING, and which has accepted responsibility for the distribution of this report in the United

mailto:raoul.leering@ing.com


THINK economic and financial analysis

Report | 5 August 2021 3

States under applicable requirements.
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