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Key events in developed markets next
week
After the sell-off in equities this week, investors are once again likely to
have their plates full with Super Tuesday, a Bank of Canada meeting,
and…
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US: All lies on the Fed
The sell-off in risk assets on the back of intensifying coronavirus fears has added an extra downside
risk to US growth. We already knew that supply chains were facing disruption while weaker
demand from Asia was also going to be an issue. However, a sense that the US is increasingly
vulnerable to Covid-19 is leading to a re-appraisal of the economic outlook and what it may mean
for Federal Reserve policy.

So far the Fed is open-minded on the possible path ahead, but with the equity market sell-off
gaining momentum, prospects of a March rate cut are rising. We'll be watching the business
surveys (note we get both the manufacturing and non-manufacturing ISMs next week) for signs of
increased uncertainty. In fact, this coming week’s payrolls report is likely to be largely overlooked
given the heightened market tensions. Even if it is good – we expect a rather middling outcome –
markets are going to remain focused on the threat Covid-19 poses.

As for politics, we have already had three states decide and the self-described democratic socialist,
Bernie Sanders, has been the big winner so far. Super Tuesday is coming up on 3 March and this is
when a further 14 states decide who they want to take on the fight with President Donald Trump.
These include big hitters like California and Texas and there is a sense that another strong
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performance next week could see Bernie Sander build an unassailable lead over the alternatives
such as Mike Bloomberg and Joe Biden.

The issue for the Democrat party is that Sanders is seen as a polarising candidate. He has built a
significant following for his progressive policy mix including medicare for all. However, many in the
Democrat party worry that Bernie Sanders plans are too extreme and he could alienate many
centrist voters that are critical to defeating Donald Trump. Unless there is a rapid consolidation
around one of the centrist candidates it will likely be a Trump-Sanders showdown on 3 November.

UK: Trade talks kick off
Trade talks between the UK and the EU formally kick-off on Monday, although in reality there is
unlikely to be any movement from either side until much later in the year – certainly not until after
the June European Council meeting.

Don’t rule out the UK exiting the 11-month transition period at the end of 2020 without a free-
trade agreement in place. But equally, amid all the current vocal disagreement on fishing and state
aid rules, we think there is probably some wriggle room and we suspect there is still probably a
better-than-50% chance of a deal being struck later in the year. 

What fish can tell us about Brexit's next wave 

Canada: A cautious cut on the cards
This coming week’s Bank of Canada meeting is a much closer call than most would have thought
likely just two weeks ago. The economy had been rebounding again after some weakness while
the jobs market remains strong and inflation is broadly in line with the target, which all argue for
policy stability.

However, the financial market volatility seen in the wake of heightened Covid19 fears means that
the odds of a rate cut are rising. So far there has been a limited impact, but that is likely to change
as supply chains are increasingly strained by a lack of foreign components/parts and confidence
weakens as health worries arise. Additionally, there is a growing concern about the economic
implications for the demonstrations opposing the Coastal GasLink pipeline that have severely
impacted the country’s rail network.

The BoC has a reputation for moving early and occasionally providing surprises and we certainly
think they could choose to pre-emptively cut this coming week. After all, they have much more
room to offer support than most other developed markets, given their policy rate.

Eurozone: The past is the past
With corona developments, no doubt dominating markets again next week, backwards-looking
data will have to take a backseat. Eurozone inflation is unlikely to be spectacular this month,
merely confirming to the ECB the slow inflation environment ahead of the March meeting.

Unemployment could be good to keep an eye on as it gives a sense of whether labour market
tailwind continues to help eurozone consumption in times of material downside risks to the
outlook.

https://think.ing.com/articles/brexit-eu-uk-next-steps-mackerel-fishing-pollock-tariffs/
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Developed Markets Economic Calendar

Source: ING, Bloomberg
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Asia week ahead: Covid-19 disrupts most
things in China
Next week’s busy data calendar will provide an early gauge of the
impact of Covid-19 on economies around the region as central banks
move down the…

Source: Shutterstock

Covid-19 destabilises everything
The Covid-19 is destabilising many things in China, including the most significant annual rite of
spring - the National People’s Congress, which usually takes place between 5 - 15 March. This is the
platform the Communist party uses to announce economic targets and policies for the year. As
things stand, the event will not begin next week and for now, no date has been pencilled for the
future. What matters the most right now is reducing economic damage from the virus.

Talking about damage, we should be able to begin to gauge the extent from China’s purchasing
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manager index (PMI) due on 29 February, and the Caixin measure out next Monday. A
prolonged shutdown of factories for most of February spells the worst for manufacturing, and
services as most of these like logistics and transports are driven by manufacturing.

… and elsewhere in Asia
Lots of PMI data from the region is due next week, and are likely to follow in the footsteps of China,
however hard data like trade, inflation, retail sales will be more significant than soft data and there
are plenty of those in the pipeline next week.

We will have first two months’ of trade data from Korea providing a sense of a toll the disease has
taken on the economy so far. China absorbs one-fourth of Korea’s total exports and that market
has been virtually shut since the New Year holiday in January. As such the consensus median of
about 3% export growth in February sounds a little too optimistic. We expect around 3% fall.

The first thing to take a beating from an epidemic is consumption. Hong Kong’s retail sales data
and a slew of consumer price inflation figures elsewhere will be worth watching in this respect.
Besides weak spending, the lower oil price will be weighing down consumer price inflation around
the region. Korea, Taiwan, Indonesia, Philippines and Thailand will release CPI data for February.

Malaysian central bank to ease again
Low inflation keeps doors open for central bank policy easing to support growth. Central banks of
Australia and Malaysia are deciding their policies next week. We expect Australia's central bank to
leave policy on hold.

There will be more interest in Malaysia's central bank meeting given prime minister Mahathir’s
sudden resignation earlier this week, leaving the Bank to do more heavy-lifting to soften the
economic impact of the virus. While there isn’t much fiscal policy leeway for the government,
Mahathir, who’s currently interim prime minister, went ahead to announce an MYR 20 billion
(about 1.3% of 2019 GDP) support package for sectors affected by the virus.

But, the implementation remains up in the air with no government in place just yet. Hence our
forecast of a 25 basis point cut to 2.50% - the second easing move by BNM this year.

Asia Economic Calendar

https://think.ing.com/articles/australia-central-bank-to-stand-pat-with-a-possible-dovish-tilt
https://think.ing.com/articles/australia-central-bank-to-stand-pat-with-a-possible-dovish-tilt
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Key events in EMEA and Latam next week
Expect the Polish central bank to keep rates on hold next week while
PMI readings in Hungary and the Czech Republic are likely to be
affected by the…

Source: Shutterstock

Poland: MPC to stay on its course
We expect the Monetary Policy Council to maintain its current stance and exclude the possibility of
an interest rate hike in the coming months. The new inflation projection should confirm that CPI is
likely to hover strongly above 4% in the first quarter and return towards the upper boundary of the
National Bank of Poland's target in the second half of the year. In our opinion, the central bank is
unlikely to indicate that CPI should exceed the target for the whole of 2020 – we see such a
scenario as likely.

The MPC is likely to highlight the downward risk to its GDP growth forecast. We expect 3% year-on-
year growth in 2020. The NBP inflation projection should probably present a more upbeat picture.

Meanwhile, the new PMI index for February will be published – we expect a modest pick-up from
47.4 to 47.8 points, following better sentiment in Germany and other Eurozone countries. Still, we
see this rise as temporary – the coronavirus outbreak threatens economic growth in Europe.
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Czech Republic: Manufacturing PMI to print higher because of
delayed release
February manufacturing PMI might head higher, but partially due to a similar reason as in
Germany, as the delayed release (due to coronavirus) is positive in the PMI methodology. Real
wages are likely to further slow down, partially due to higher inflation in 4Q19 compared to the
previous quarter (3.0% vs 2.8%), and partially due to weaker nominal wage growth in 4Q. As such,
we expect 3.2% YoY growth after 4.0% in 3Q19, while the Czech National Bank expects 4.2%
growth, mainly due to an acceleration in non-market segment wages.

Hungary: PMI to drop further
We expect to see the Hungarian PMI dropping further, reflecting the worries about the supply chain
issues and the continued drop in the level of orders.

Industrial production is expected to improve on a monthly basis in January, but output
should remain lower than a year ago. Along with a slowly but surely decreasing consumer
confidence, we expect retail sales growth to continue its slide but still remain sound.

January data won’t tell us the whole story about supply chain disruptions, travel bans and the like,
so it might paint a bit of a better picture compared to the expected 1Q performances.

Turkey: Inflation affected by recent currency weakness
We expect annual inflation to maintain its upward move in February to 12.5% (0.5% month on
month) from 12.2% in January, given the likely implications of the recent currency weakness while
the drop in oil prices should be a relief factor.

Russia: CPI to edge lower but coronavirus creates
uncertainties

Russian CPI is likely to show further deceleration from 2.4% year on year in January to 2.3% YoY in
February, and the recent weekly data suggests an additional 0.1 pp underperformance cannot be
ruled out. This, combined with improvement in household’s 12-month inflationary expectations to
the lowest level in almost two years, reaffirming further room for a central bank rate cut as a base
case.

Meanwhile, the coronavirus outbreak is creating more uncertainty, as the global risk-off and
$15-20/bbl oil price drop have already led to USD/RUB depreciation by 6% year-to-date and to a
spike in corporate inflationary expectations in February. So far the FX move does not appear strong
enough to significantly worsen the CPI outlook, but further exchange rate volatility may become a
factor to consider at the 20 March meeting. 
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EMEA and Latam Economic Calendar

Source: ING, Bloomberg
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