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Article | 19 August 2021 Asia week ahead

Asia week ahead: Initial signs of Delta
downturn?

Asia's economic calendar for the coming week features lots of
inflation, manufacturing and trade releases

The week ahead

Australia’s flash PMI over the weekend kicks off a string of data reports from Asia next week, with
regional inflation, manufacturing and trade reports lined up. Meanwhile, in July, China's industrial
profits are likely to expand year on year, padded by base effects. Still, overall profit levels may
actually dip from the previous month, with the effects of the recent government crackdown on
technology, education and real estate sectors spilling over to manufacturing firms.

Mixed trends in industrial production

In July, Singapore industrial production was supported by firm exports, but we are expecting a
retracement from the outsized 25.7% YoY surge in June as base effects turn unfavourable.
Thailand also reports manufacturing production during the week. We expect an 11.0% YoY
increase - a deceleration from the previous month as base effects fade and mobility restrictions
weigh overall economic activity.
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Meanwhile, Taiwan is expected to post another month of robust growth, largely driven by the high
demand for computer chips. Some semiconductor companies are pushing capacity utilisation past
100% to satisfy demand.

Decelerating inflation

Regional inflation is set for a slight deceleration trend across the reporting countries.

Singapore's July headline inflation should ease to 2.2% YoY from 2.4% from the previous month.
This stems from lower housing inflation due to Services and Conservancy Charges (S&CC) rebate for
public housing. However, a 3.8% hike in the electricity tariff for the current quarter offsets some of
these S&CC effects. Core inflation probably ticked up to 0.7% YoY from 0.6%.

At this rate, annual average headline inflation should exceed the MAS's 0.5% to 1.5% forecast
range, but the core rate should be within 0% to 1%. We don't see any significant policy
implications of this data, with the MAS likely staying on a neutral policy course in the October
statement. Meanwhile, Malaysia July inflation is expected to decelerate to 2.9% from 3.4%
previously, on soft domestic demand and as base effects fade.

Trade likely up YoY but Delta variant slows momentum

We also get trade reports from both Thailand and Malaysia.

Base effects will likely keep YoY growth rates positive, but we note the overall deceleration from the
previous month's readings as the strain from tightened mobility restrictions and anxiety over the
Delta variant begin to take hold. Malaysia's export growth may ease to 8% YoY (from 27%
previously), resulting in a trade surplus of roughly MYR20mn, which should be positive for the
ringgit in the near term.

However, the negative factors of rising Covid-19 cases and political uncertainty locally, coupled
with falling global oil prices, outweigh the positives and should keep the currency on a depreciation
path.

Delta downturn?

In the coming weeks, we believe the focus may increasingly shift towards concerns about the
growth narrative as the Delta variant spreads across the globe. At the same time, base effects that
have distorted YoY growth will continue to fade as we move into the second half of 2021.

Concerns over the Delta variant and the impact on global growth is already being factored in by
monetary authorities. For example, the Reserve Bank of New Zealand paused at its recent meeting
after the country tightened up movement restrictions on Tuesday. We expect the Bank of Korea to
possibly take cue from the RBNZ and leave rates unchanged too.
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Asia Economic Calendar

Country Time Data/event ING  Survey Prev.
Australia 0000 Aug Manufacturing PMI Flash 55.8 56.9
0000 Aug Services PMI Flash 40.8 442

0000 Aug Composite PMI Flash 42.0 452

Philippines - Jul Budget Balance -86.2 -149.9
Singapore 0600 Jul Core CPI (YoY%) 0.7 0.6
0600 Jul CPI (YoY%) 2.2 2.4

Taiwan 0900 Jul Industrial Output (YoY%) 19.9 18.4
0900 Jul Unemployment rate (%) 478 4.8

Thailand 0800 Jul Manufacturing Prod (YoY%) 11.0 17.6
South Korea 2200 Aug BoK Consumer Sentiment Index 102.3 103.2
Taiwan 0920 Jul Money Supply - M2 (YoY%) 9.25 9.2
Thailand 0430 Jul Exparts (YoY%) 21.0 43.8
0430 Jul Imports (YoY%) 43.0 53.8

0430 Jul Trade balance (US$m) 775.0 945.0

South Korea 2200 Sep BOK Manufacturing BSI
Wednesday 25 August

Malaysia 0500 Jul CPI (YoY%)
Thursday 26 August

Japan 0030 Aug CPI, Overall Tokyo - -0.1

Singapore 0600 Jul Manufacturing Output (MoM%/YoY%) -1.6/15.8 -3.0/27.5

South Korea 0200 Aug Bank of Korea Base Rate 0.5 0.5
Friday 27 August

China 0230 Jul Industrial Profit (YoY%) 22.4 20.0

Malaysia 0500 Jul Trade Balance (MYR m) 19.9 22.2

0500 Jul Exports (YoY%) 8.0 27.2

0500 Jul Imports (YoY%) 19.0 32.1

Source: Refinitiv, ING, *GMT
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Snap | 19 August 2021 Australia

Australia: labour market progress stalls
but doesn’t yet reverse

As Australia started to go back into lockdown in July, recent progress
in the labour market stalled but has not yet reversed. The continued
decline in the unemployment rate was something we had thought
likely but is all about labour participation. August will likely see more
obvious weakening as lockdowns widen and intensify

2 2 Employment change (000s)

July

Better than expected

Not as bad as feared - but August likely to be worse

As parts of Australia went back into lockdown in July, there was a strong consensus that the recent
progress made in the labour market would go into reverse, if only temporarily. The forecasting
community was looking for a 43 thousand decline in the numbers of employed in July, more than
reversing the 29 thousand gains in June. It didn't happen.
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Instead, total employment rose by 2.2 thousand. We can put some of this down to a decent
performance by the part-time sector, where employment actually rose over the month by 6.4
thousand. But even full-time jobs only showed a decline of 4.2 thousand, a lot less than implied by
the consensus numbers even if they lacked a breakdown by employment type.

Far less surprising (in our view) was the continued decline in the unemployment rate. We felt prior
to the release that a declining labour participation rate might well propel the unemployment rate
lower even with falling numbers of employment, and that is exactly what happened. Though we
will concede that the extent of the decline was bigger than we had anticipated. The
unemployment rate now stands at 4.6%, down from 4.9% in June, and an apparently better
outcome than the rise to 5.0% that was expected.

The labour participation rate fell to 66.0% (from 66.2%), which was forecast, though as a result,
you'd have thought the unemployment forecast would have been a bit more accurate.

Australian unemployment rate (% labour force)
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August will be worse

This labour report was considerably less bad than was anticipated and may provide some
temporary relief in the AUD which has looked very heavy recently, But as lockdowns across
Australia in August have become more widespread and their severity increased, this is probably
going to be only a temporary reprieve before a more obvious reversal when the next labour release
is printed.

As for the labour market for September and beyond, that hinges on the government's plans to
vaccinate more of the population, how effective this is at preventing the spread of the virus, and
whether at higher vaccination levels, the government alters its reaction function in terms of
lockdowns if vaccines blunt the severity of the illness and take pressure off the health system.
That's a lot of moving parts to forecast.

Bundles | 20 August 2021 6



Author

Amrita Naik Nimbalkar
Junior Economist, Global Macro
amrita.naik.nimbalkar@ing.com

Alissa Lefebre
Economist
alissa.lefebre@ing.com

Deepali Bhargava
Regional Head of Research, Asia-Pacific
Deepali.Bhargava@ing.com

Ruben Dewitte
Economist
+32495364780
ruben.dewitte@ing.com

Kinga Havasi
Economic research trainee
kinga.havasi@ing.com

Marten van Garderen
Consumer Economist, Netherlands
marten.van.garderen@ing.com

David Havrlant

Chief Economist, Czech Republic
420770321 486
david.havrlant@ing.com

Sander Burgers
Senior Economist, Dutch Housing
sander.burgers@ing.com

Lynn Song
Chief Economist, Greater China
lunn.song@asia.ing.com

Michiel Tukker
Senior European Rates Strategist
michiel.tukker@ing.com

Michal Rubaszek
Senior Economist, Poland
michal.rubaszek@ing.pl

Bundles | 20 August 2021

THINK economic and financial analysis


mailto:amrita.naik.nimbalkar@ing.com
mailto:alissa.lefebre@ing.com
mailto:Deepali.Bhargava@ing.com
mailto:ruben.dewitte@ing.com
mailto:kinga.havasi@ing.com
mailto:marten.van.garderen@ing.com
mailto:david.havrlant@ing.com
mailto:sander.burgers@ing.com
mailto:lynn.song@asia.ing.com
mailto:michiel.tukker@ing.com
mailto:michal.rubaszek@ing.pl

This is a test author

Stefan Posea
Economist, Romania
tiberiu-stefan.posea@ing.com

Marine Leleux
Sector Strategist, Financials
marine.leleux2@ing.com

Jesse Norcross
Senior Sector Strategist, Real Estate
jesse.norcross@ing.com

Teise Stellema
Research Assistant, Energy Transition
teise.stellema@ing.com

Diederik Stadig
Sector Economist, TMT & Healthcare
diederik.stadig@ing.com

Diogo Gouveia
Sector Economist

diogo.duarte.vieira.de.gouveia@ing.com

Marine Leleux
Sector Strategist, Financials
marine.leleux2@ing.com

Ewa Manthey
Commodities Strategist
ewa.manthey@ing.com

ING Analysts

James Wilson
EM Sovereign Strategist
James.wilson@ing.com

Sophie Smith
Digital Editor
sophie.smith@ing.com

Frantisek Taborsky
EMEA FX & FI Strategist

Bundles | 20 August 2021

THINK economic and financial analysis


mailto:tiberiu-stefan.posea@ing.com
mailto:marine.leleux2@ing.com
mailto:jesse.norcross@ing.com
mailto:teise.stellema@ing.com
mailto:diederik.stadig@ing.com
mailto:diogo.duarte.vieira.de.gouveia@ing.com
mailto:marine.leleux2@ing.com
mailto:ewa.manthey@ing.com
mailto:James.wilson@ing.com
mailto:sophie.smith@ing.com

frantisek.taborsky@ing.com

Adam Antoniak
Senior Economist, Poland
adam.antoniak@ing.pl

Min Joo Kang
Senior Economist, South Korea and Japan
min.joo.kang@asia.ing.com

Coco Zhang
ESG Research
coco.zhang@ing.com

Jan Frederik Slijkerman
Senior Sector Strategist, TMT
jan.frederik.slijkerman@ing.com

Katinka Jongkind
Senior Economist, Services and Leisure
Katinka.Jongkind@ing.com

Marina Le Blanc
Sector Strategist, Financials
Marina.Le.Blanc@ing.com

Samuel Abettan
Junior Economist
samuel.abettan@ing.com

Franziska Biehl
Senior Economist, Germany
Franziska.Marie.Biehl@ing.de

Rebecca Byrne
Senior Editor and Supervisory Analyst
rebecca.byrne@ing.com

Mirjam Bani

THINK economic and financial analysis

Sector Economist, Commercial Real Estate & Public Sector (Netherlands)

mirjam.bani@ing.com

Timothy Rahill
Credit Strategist
timothy.rahill@ing.com

Leszek Kasek
Senior Economist, Poland

Bundles | 20 August 2021


mailto:frantisek.taborsky@ing.com
mailto:adam.antoniak@ing.pl
mailto:min.joo.kang@asia.ing.com
mailto:coco.zhang@ing.com
mailto:jan.frederik.slijkerman@ing.com
mailto:Katinka.Jongkind@ing.com
mailto:Marina.Le.Blanc@ing.com
mailto:samuel.abettan@ing.com
mailto:Franziska.Marie.Biehl@ing.de
mailto:rebecca.byrne@ing.com
mailto:mirjam.bani@ing.com
mailto:timothy.rahill@ing.com

leszek.kasek@ing.pl

Oleksiy Soroka, CFA
Senior High Yield Credit Strategist
oleksiy.soroka@ing.com

Antoine Bouvet
Head of European Rates Strategy
antoine.bouvet@ing.com

Jeroen van den Broek
Global Head of Sector Research
jeroen.van.den.broek@ing.com

Edse Dantuma
Senior Sector Economist, Industry and Healthcare
edse.dantuma@ing.com

Francesco Pesole
FX Strategist
francesco.pesole@ing.com

Rico Luman
Senior Sector Economist, Transport and Logistics
Rico.Luman®@ing.com

Jurjen Witteveen
Sector Economist
jurjen.witteveen@ing.com

Dmitry Dolgin
Chief Economist, CIS
dmitry.dolgin@ing.de

Nicholas Mapa
Senior Economist, Philippines
nicholas.antonio.mapa@asia.ing.com

Egor Fedorov
Senior Credit Analyst
egor.fedorov@ing.com

Sebastian Franke
Consumer Economist
sebastian.franke@ing.de

Gerben Hieminga
Senior Sector Economist, Energy

Bundles | 20 August 2021

THINK economic and financial analysis

10


mailto:leszek.kasek@ing.pl
mailto:oleksiy.soroka@ing.com
mailto:antoine.bouvet@ing.com
mailto:jeroen.van.den.broek@ing.com
mailto:edse.dantuma@ing.com
mailto:francesco.pesole@ing.com
mailto:Rico.Luman@ing.com
mailto:jurjen.witteveen@ing.com
mailto:dmitry.dolgin@ing.de
mailto:nicholas.antonio.mapa@asia.ing.com
mailto:egor.fedorov@ing.com
mailto:sebastian.franke@ing.de

gerben.hieminga@ing.com

Nadege Tillier
Head of Corporates Sector Strategy
nadege.tillier@ing.com

Charlotte de Montpellier
Senior Economist, France and Switzerland
charlotte.de.montpellier@ing.com

Laura Straeter
Behavioural Scientist
+31(0)611172684
laura.Straeter@ing.com

Valentin Tataru
Chief Economist, Romania
valentin.tataru@ing.com

James Smith
Developed Markets Economist, UK
james.smith@ing.com

Suvi Platerink Kosonen
Senior Sector Strategist, Financials
suvi.platerink-kosonen@ing.com

Thijs Geijer
Senior Sector Economist, Food & Agri
thijs.geijer@ing.com

Maurice van Sante

Senior Economist Construction & Team Lead Sectors

maurice.van.sante@ing.com

Marcel Klok
Senior Economist, Netherlands
marcel.klok@ing.com

Piotr Poplawski
Senior Economist, Poland
piotr.poplawski@ing.pl

Paolo Pizzoli
Senior Economist, Italy, Greece
paolo.pizzoli@ing.com

Marieke Blom

Bundles | 20 August 2021

THINK economic and financial analysis

11


mailto:gerben.hieminga@ing.com
mailto:nadege.tillier@ing.com
mailto:charlotte.de.montpellier@ing.com
mailto:laura.Straeter@ing.com
mailto:valentin.tataru@ing.com
mailto:james.smith@ing.com
mailto:suvi.platerink-kosonen@ing.com
mailto:thijs.geijer@ing.com
mailto:maurice.van.sante@ing.com
mailto:marcel.klok@ing.com
mailto:piotr.poplawski@ing.pl
mailto:paolo.pizzoli@ing.com

Chief Economist and Global Head of Research
marieke.blom®@ing.com

Raoul Leering
Senior Macro Economist
raoul.leering@ing.com

Maarten Leen
Head of Global IFRS9 ME Scenarios
madrten.leen@ing.com

Maureen Schuller
Head of Financials Sector Strategy
Maureen.Schuller@ing.com

Warren Patterson
Head of Commodities Strategy
Warren.Patterson@asia.ing.com

Rafal Benecki
Chief Economist, Poland
rafal.benecki@ing.pl

Philippe Ledent
Senior Economist, Belgium, Luxembourg
philippe.ledent@ing.com

Peter Virovacz
Senior Economist, Hungary
peter.virovacz@ing.com

Inga Fechner
Senior Economist, Germany, Global Trade
inga.fechner@ing.de

Dimitry Fleming
Senior Data Analyst, Netherlands
Dimitry.Fleming@ing.com

Ciprian Dascalu

Chief Economist, Romania
+40 31 406 8990
ciprian.dascalu@ing.com

Muhammet Mercan
Chief Economist, Turkey
muhammet.mercan@ingbank.com.tr

Bundles | 20 August 2021

THINK economic and financial analysis

12


mailto:marieke.blom@ing.com
mailto:raoul.leering@ing.com
mailto:maarten.leen@ing.com
mailto:Maureen.Schuller@ing.com
mailto:Warren.Patterson@asia.ing.com
mailto:rafal.benecki@ing.pl
mailto:philippe.ledent@ing.com
mailto:peter.virovacz@ing.com
mailto:inga.fechner@ing.de
mailto:Dimitry.Fleming@ing.com
mailto:ciprian.dascalu@ing.com
mailto:muhammet.mercan@ingbank.com.tr

Iris Pang
Chief Economist, Greater China
iris.pang@asia.ing.com

Sophie Freeman

Writer, Group Research

+44 20 7767 6209
Sophie.Freeman®@uk.ing.com

Padhraic Garvey, CFA
Regional Head of Research, Americas
padhraic.garvey@ing.com

James Knightley
Chief International Economist, US
james.knightley@ing.com

Tim Condon
Asia Chief Economist
+65 6232-6020

Martin van Vliet

Senior Interest Rate Strategist
+31 20563 8801
martin.van.vliet@ing.com

Karol Pogorzelski
Senior Economist, Poland
Karol.Pogorzelski@ing.pl

Carsten Brzeski
Global Head of Macro
carsten.brzeski@ing.de

Viraj Patel

Foreign Exchange Strategist
+44 20 7767 6405
virgj.patel@ing.com

Owen Thomas

Global Head of Editorial Content
+44 (0) 207 767 5331
owen.thomas@ing.com

Bert Colijn
Chief Economist, Netherlands
bert.coliin@ing.com

Bundles | 20 August 2021

THINK economic and financial analysis

13


mailto:iris.pang@asia.ing.com
mailto:Sophie.Freeman@uk.ing.com
mailto:padhraic.garvey@ing.com
mailto:james.knightley@ing.com
mailto:martin.van.vliet@ing.com
mailto:Karol.Pogorzelski@ing.pl
mailto:carsten.brzeski@ing.de
mailto:viraj.patel@ing.com
mailto:owen.thomas@ing.com
mailto:bert.colijn@ing.com

THINK economic and financial analysis

Peter Vanden Houte
Chief Economist, Belgium, Luxembourg, Eurozone
peter.vandenhoute@ing.com

Benjamin Schroeder
Senior Rates Strategist
benjamin.schroder@ing.com

Chris Turner
Global Head of Markets and Regional Head of Research for UK & CEE
chris.turner@ing.com

Gustavo Rangel
Chief Economist, LATAM
+1 646 424 6464
gustavo.rangel@ing.com

Carlo Cocuzzo

Economist, Digital Finance
+44 207767 5306
carlo.cocuzzo@ing.com

Bundles | 20 August 2021 14


mailto:peter.vandenhoute@ing.com
mailto:benjamin.schroder@ing.com
mailto:chris.turner@ing.com
mailto:gustavo.rangel@ing.com
mailto:carlo.cocuzzo@ing.com

THINK economic and financial analysis

Snap | 19 August 2021 Indonesia

Indonesia’s central bank remains on hold
for the sixth consecutive time

Bank Indonesia kept policy rates unchanged at 3.5% as expected
balancing growth and FX stability

Source: IMF/Flickr
Perry Warjiyo, Governor of Bank Indonesia

3 5 O/ 7-day reverse repurchase rate
= O 6th straight pause

As expected

Bl sounding very confident

Indonesia's central bank retained its seven-day reverse repurchase rate at 3.5%, with Governor
Warjiyo maintaining his “pro-growth” stance while balancing FX and financial market stability.

The central bank retained its previous growth forecast of 3.5 - 4.3% for the year, highlighting signs
of recovery despite the ongoing state of heightened restrictions in the country. Warjiyo was also
upbeat about the global recovery despite the proliferation of the Delta Covid-19 variant while also
downplaying potential volatility from the projected Federal Reserve taper.
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Given this outlook, the central bank expects the Indonesian economy to sustain its growth
momentum and the currency to stabilise and strengthen in the coming months.

More half empty than half full?

The overall assessment painted by the central bank appears to be optimistic, and we note the
challenges that may result from the ongoing state of heightened restrictions until 16
August. We've previously cited signs that the Delta variant and the resulting partial lockdowns

have begun to surface with manufacturing PMI, retail sales and now consumer sentiment reacting

negatively to recent developments.

Meanwhile, Governor Warjiyo shared that the central bank had prepared for the Fed taper as early

as the start of 2021; however, we are sceptical that the market reception to the actual Fed Taper

2.0 will be as orderly as they expect it to be.

Delta variant weighing on consumer sentiment?

>100 = optimism
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Bl on hold for remainder of 2020 but will get creative with
additional stimulus

Given the likely negative impact on Indonesia’s growth trajectory, we expect the central
bank to keep policy rates on hold for the rest of the year. The extended pause will allow

Governor Warjiyo to balance support for the economy while also helping deliver FX stability.

Given our expectations for sustained pressure on IDR, we do not believe that Bl has any
room to trim policy rates further, especially as we edge closer to the eventual Fed taper
event. The good news is that bank lending has finally reverted to growth (+0.5% in June)
after nine months of contraction, with Bl suggesting plans to help boost lending to smaller
firms (macroprudential inclusive financing ratio).

With the central bank on hold for the rest of the year, we expect the focus to shift back to

the issue of the “burden-sharing agreement” between the central bank and the ministry of

finance with Governor Warjiyo indicating discussions with Finance Minister Indrawati were
ongoing.
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