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Weaker dollar is good for Asia as it helps Asian domestic economies,
by allowing local central banks to keep local policy accommodative
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Opinion | 15 January 2018

Weaker dollar - good news for Asia

So long as this remains orderly, we believe that a weaker USD helps
Asian domestic economies, by allowing local central banks to keep
local policy accommodative

‘ ﬁ\v

Help where help is needed

There is nothing wrong with Asian exports - 2017 recorded some very strong growth. Admittedly,
much of that was off a very weak base in 2016, and 2018 growth rates will look softer. Moreover,
the electronics product cycle has helped propel some amazing strength in semiconductor sales,
which we see morphing into stronger handset exports through 2018. Again, there is nothing
wrong with Asian exports.

Asian domestic demand is not bad, but aside from the government supported construction and
investment sectors, it could be a lot better. China may be the exception that proves this rule. So we
are entirely relaxed to see the USD remaining soft, even as the prospects for the Fed this year
seem to be firming around expectations for three more rate hikes. Prospects for a possible US
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government shutdown by week-end may help keep the USD on the back foot through the rest of
the week, though of course, expect a bounce if this situation is resolved.

Why is this good news for Asian domestic demand? In short, the USD's weakness by default
translates into relative strength for Asia’s currencies. It also by default tends to keep inflation
subdued, as imported goods prices tend to be USD denominated, and therefore cheaper in local
Asian currencies. This has meant that despite being a very dollar-centric region, there has been
little tightening in the region, despite the Fed's slow and steady removal of accommodation. And it
also means that even with expectations for more from the Fed this year, we expect to see Asian
central banks lagging far behind in terms of their own normalisation. This is no bad thing for local
domestic demand.

Of course, there is another side to the weak USD story, and that is a strong EUR. Yes, both
economic giants are looking at very strong growth, and the US has the advantage of the recent tax
reform bill to propel growth further in the coming quarters. But investors, rightly in my view, see
the prospects for change in ECB policy, as the bigger and more market impactful change. ECB
Governor Hanson suggested recently that if growth and inflation did not materially weaken by
September this year, that QE in the Eurozone could end then. That sort of comment will kill any
suggestion that the ECB will milk QE out as long as possible, with an extremely elongated taper.

The dollar's weakness is also not bad for the world’s energy and other commodity exporters, for
whom a weaker USD typically means higher USD commodity prices, and higher local currency
receipts. We saw a marked dip in Asian exports following oil's soft patch in 2015, we think because
it hit the terms of trade for the world's energy exporters, making Asian exports less affordable. A
moderate, and stable oil price around USD60-70 is likely to provide a much more stable demand
backdrop for Asia’s exporters, even if higher oil prices are usually regarded by short-cut economists
as a global tax hike.
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Snap | 15 January 2018 Indonesia

Indonesia: Current Account stress from
weak December exports

Any downside growth surprise from exports in December would lead
to a less favorable current account deficit expectation

Source: istock

6 9 O/ December export growth
= O disappointing export performance
Worse than expected

Downside growth surprise from exports

Any downside growth surprise from exports in December would lead to a less favorable current
account deficit expectation. Decmber import growth of 17.8% was roughly in line with the market
forecast of 18.1%. Weak exports and relaitvely strong imports resuled to the second monthly
deficit in 2017, at -$271m in December, a reversal of the $1.1bn surplus in December 2016.
December exports were up 6.9% YoY, only half the market forecast. Non-oil exports were a major
disappointment, posting only a 5.6% YoY increase, a third of the 11M average growth of 18% and
below our forecast of 15%. Possibly slower demand and negative base effects resulted to the
weakness. Import growth on the other hand resulted from 50% YoY growth in oil and gas imports
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and a 13% YoY increase in non-oil imports. Non-oil import growth was slower than then 11M
average growth of 15.6%.

Current account deficit for 4Q forecast likely to be larger than
4Q16

The 4Q17 current account deficit could reach $4bn with a significantly lower trade surplus of just
$945m -30% of the trade suplus of $3.1bn in 4Q16. We had earlier expected a current account
deficit of only $3bn on a trade surplus of $2.2bn. The rvised current account deficit forecast of $4bn
is equivalent to 1.7% of GDP. The full year 2017 current acocunt deficit would likely amount to
$15.5bn or 1.5% of GDP. Bank Indoensia, Indonesia's central bank, expects the 2017 current
acocunt deficit o be below 2% of GDP. We expect export growth in 2018 to slightly outpace import
growth, reuslting to a trade suplus of $14.5bn and a current account deficit of $18bn or 1.6% of
GDP.
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Snap | 15 January 2018 Philippines

Philippines: November Remittances
Disappoint

The Philippine peso's (PHP) bias for weakness is due to challenging
external payments as November overseas worker remittances slow to
2% YoY

Source: Shutterstock

Slower growth from major sources of remittances

November cash remittances slowed to 2% YoY from November 2016's growth of 18.5% and from
October 2017's growth of 8.4%. The 11-month growth of total remittances is 4% which is in line
with the central bank's forecast growth of 4% in 2017. Slower remittances were seen in most
regions and major host economies. Remittances from Japan slowed to 2.8% YoY in November
bringing 11-month growth to 7% from the 10-month average of 7.4%. Remittances from the US
also slowed to 2.4% YoY, bringing the 11-month growth rate to 5.5%. The US remains the largest
source of remittances with an 11-month share of 34% while Japan is responsible for

5.2%. Remittances from the Middle East, which accounts for 28% of total remittances, contracted
by 6% YoY in November as remittances from Saudi Arabia slid 18.5% YoY. The country accounts for
10% of total remittances. The exceptions are Asian and European regions. Remittances from other
Asian economies offset the slowdown from Japan and pushed regional remittance growth to 13%
YoY in November to bring the 11-month growth rate to 6.2%. Remittances from Asia account for
19% of the total. Remittances from Europe increased by 6.2% YoY in November and brought the
11-month growth rate to 1.5% from only 1% for the 10-month period. Sustained recoveries in
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these regions partially offset the slower US, Middle East and Japanese remittances. However, we
expect a seasonal rise in December due to the Christmas holidays.

2% YoY

Worse than expected

November Remittances slow

Negative base effects only?

PHP weakness as remittances cannot finance the trade deficit

Overseas worker remittances of $2.3bn is $1.5bn short of fully financing the November trade deficit
of $3.8bn. The 11-month shortfall amounted to $413m, a reversal of the $107m surplus in the
same 11-month period in 2016 and a major collapse from the 11-month surplus of $12.6bn in
2015. Strong import growth reflects a vibrant domestic economy. Rising government

infrastructure and business spending together with steady consumer spending growth have driven
economic growth of 6.5% in 2015 and 2016 and 6.7% in 2017. We expect these drivers of growth
to keep the economy growing by 6.7% this year and keep imports strong. The shortfall of
remittances against the wider trade deficit in 2018 could worsen to between $1bn and $2bn. This
imbalance would likely keep PHP on the defensive unless foreign direct investments rise as they did

in 4Q 2017.

Author

Alissa Lefebre
Economist
alissa.lefebre@ing.com

Deepali Bhargava

Regional Head of Research, Asia-Pacific

Deepali.Bhargava@ing.com

Ruben Dewitte
Economist
+32495364780
ruben.dewitte@ing.com

Kinga Havasi
Economic research trainee
kinga.havasi@ing.com

Marten van Garderen
Consumer Economist, Netherlands
marten.van.garderen@ing.com

David Havrlant
Chief Economist, Czech Republic

Bundles | 16 January 2018

22


mailto:alissa.lefebre@ing.com
mailto:Deepali.Bhargava@ing.com
mailto:ruben.dewitte@ing.com
mailto:kinga.havasi@ing.com
mailto:marten.van.garderen@ing.com

420770 321 486
david.havrlant@ing.com

Sander Burgers
Senior Economist, Dutch Housing
sander.burgers@ing.com

Lynn Song
Chief Economist, Greater China
lunn.song@asia.ing.com

Michiel Tukker
Senior European Rates Strategist
michiel.tukker@ing.com

Michal Rubaszek
Senior Economist, Poland
michal.rubaszek@ing.pl

This is a test author

Stefan Posea
Economist, Romania
tiberiu-stefan.posea@ing.com

Marine Leleux
Sector Strategist, Financials
marine.leleux2@ing.com

Jesse Norcross

Senior Sector Strategist, Real Estate

jesse.norcross@ing.com

Teise Stellema

Research Assistant, Energy Transition

teise.stellema@ing.com

Diederik Stadig

Sector Economist, TMT & Healthcare

diederik.stadig@ing.com

Diogo Gouveia
Sector Economist

diogo.duarte.vieira.de.gouveia@ing.com

Marine Leleux
Sector Strategist, Financials

Bundles | 16 January 2018

THINK economic and financial analysis

23


mailto:david.havrlant@ing.com
mailto:sander.burgers@ing.com
mailto:lynn.song@asia.ing.com
mailto:michiel.tukker@ing.com
mailto:michal.rubaszek@ing.pl
mailto:tiberiu-stefan.posea@ing.com
mailto:marine.leleux2@ing.com
mailto:jesse.norcross@ing.com
mailto:teise.stellema@ing.com
mailto:diederik.stadig@ing.com
mailto:diogo.duarte.vieira.de.gouveia@ing.com

marine.leleux2@ing.com

Ewa Manthey
Commodities Strategist
ewa.manthey@ing.com

ING Analysts

James Wilson
EM Sovereign Strategist
James.wilson@ing.com

Sophie Smith
Digital Editor
sophie.smith@ing.com

Frantisek Taborsky
EMEA FX & FI Strategist
frantisek.taborsky@ing.com

Adam Antoniak
Senior Economist, Poland
adam.antoniak@ing.pl

Min Joo Kang
Senior Economist, South Korea and Japan
min.joo.kang@asia.ing.com

Coco Zhang
ESG Research
c0co0.zhang@ing.com

Jan Frederik Slijkerman
Senior Sector Strategist, TMT
jan.frederik.slijkerman®@ing.com

Katinka Jongkind
Senior Economist, Services and Leisure
Katinka.Jongkind@ing.com

Marina Le Blanc
Sector Strategist, Financials
Marina.Le.Blanc@ing.com

Samuel Abettan
Junior Economist
samuel.abettan@ing.com

Bundles | 16 January 2018

THINK economic and financial analysis

24


mailto:marine.leleux2@ing.com
mailto:ewa.manthey@ing.com
mailto:James.wilson@ing.com
mailto:sophie.smith@ing.com
mailto:frantisek.taborsky@ing.com
mailto:adam.antoniak@ing.pl
mailto:min.joo.kang@asia.ing.com
mailto:coco.zhang@ing.com
mailto:jan.frederik.slijkerman@ing.com
mailto:Katinka.Jongkind@ing.com
mailto:Marina.Le.Blanc@ing.com
mailto:samuel.abettan@ing.com

THINK economic and financial analysis

Franziska Biehl
Senior Economist, Germany
Franziska.Marie.Biehl@ing.de

Rebecca Byrne
Senior Editor and Supervisory Analyst
rebecca.byrne@ing.com

Mirjam Bani
Sector Economist, Commercial Real Estate & Public Sector (Netherlands)
mirjam.bani@ing.com

Timothy Rahill
Credit Strategist
timothy.rahill@ing.com

Leszek Kasek
Senior Economist, Poland
leszek.kasek@ing.pl

Oleksiy Soroka, CFA
Senior High Yield Credit Strategist
oleksiy.soroka@ing.com

Antoine Bouvet
Head of European Rates Strategy
antoine.bouvet@ing.com

Jeroen van den Broek
Global Head of Sector Research
jeroen.van.den.broek@ing.com

Edse Dantuma
Senior Sector Economist, Industry and Healthcare
edse.dantuma@ing.com

Francesco Pesole
FX Strategist
francesco.pesole@ing.com

Rico Luman
Senior Sector Economist, Transport and Logistics
Rico.Luman@ing.com

Jurjen Witteveen
Sector Economist
jurjen.witteveen@ing.com

Bundles | 16 January 2018 25


mailto:Franziska.Marie.Biehl@ing.de
mailto:rebecca.byrne@ing.com
mailto:mirjam.bani@ing.com
mailto:timothy.rahill@ing.com
mailto:leszek.kasek@ing.pl
mailto:oleksiy.soroka@ing.com
mailto:antoine.bouvet@ing.com
mailto:jeroen.van.den.broek@ing.com
mailto:edse.dantuma@ing.com
mailto:francesco.pesole@ing.com
mailto:Rico.Luman@ing.com
mailto:jurjen.witteveen@ing.com

Dmitry Dolgin
Chief Economist, CIS
dmitry.dolgin@ing.de

Nicholas Mapa
Senior Economist, Philippines
nicholas.antonio.mapa@asia.ing.com

Egor Fedorov
Senior Credit Analyst
egor.fedorov@ing.com

Sebastian Franke
Consumer Economist
sebastian.franke@ing.de

Gerben Hieminga
Senior Sector Economist, Energy
gerben.hieminga@ing.com

Nadege Tillier
Head of Corporates Sector Strategy
nadege.tillier@ing.com

Charlotte de Montpellier
Senior Economist, France and Switzerland
charlotte.de.montpellier@ing.com

Laura Straeter
Behavioural Scientist
+31(0)611172684
laura.Straeter@ing.com

Valentin Tataru
Chief Economist, Romania
valentin.tataru@ing.com

James Smith
Developed Markets Economist, UK
james.smith@ing.com

Suvi Platerink Kosonen
Senior Sector Strategist, Financials
suvi.platerink-kosonen@ing.com

Thijs Geijer
Senior Sector Economist, Food & Agri
thijs.geijer@ing.com

Bundles | 16 January 2018

THINK economic and financial analysis

26


mailto:dmitry.dolgin@ing.de
mailto:nicholas.antonio.mapa@asia.ing.com
mailto:egor.fedorov@ing.com
mailto:sebastian.franke@ing.de
mailto:gerben.hieminga@ing.com
mailto:nadege.tillier@ing.com
mailto:charlotte.de.montpellier@ing.com
mailto:laura.Straeter@ing.com
mailto:valentin.tataru@ing.com
mailto:james.smith@ing.com
mailto:suvi.platerink-kosonen@ing.com
mailto:thijs.geijer@ing.com

THINK economic and financial analysis

Maurice van Sante
Senior Economist Construction & Team Lead Sectors
maurice.van.sante@ing.com

Marcel Klok
Senior Economist, Netherlands
marcel.klok@ing.com

Piotr Poplawski
Senior Economist, Poland
piotr.poplawski@ing.pl

Paolo Pizzoli
Senior Economist, Italy, Greece
paolo.pizzoli@ing.com

Marieke Blom
Chief Economist and Global Head of Research
marieke.blom@ing.com

Raoul Leering
Senior Macro Economist
raoul.leering@ing.com

Maarten Leen
Head of Global IFRS9 ME Scenarios
moorten.leen@inq.com

Maureen Schuller
Head of Financials Sector Strategy
Maureen.Schuller@ing.com

Warren Patterson
Head of Commodities Strategy
Warren.Patterson@asia.ing.com

Rafal Benecki
Chief Economist, Poland
rafal.benecki@ing.pl

Philippe Ledent
Senior Economist, Belgium, Luxembourg
philippe.ledent@ing.com

Peter Virovacz
Senior Economist, Hungary
peter.virovacz@ing.com

Bundles | 16 January 2018 27


mailto:maurice.van.sante@ing.com
mailto:marcel.klok@ing.com
mailto:piotr.poplawski@ing.pl
mailto:paolo.pizzoli@ing.com
mailto:marieke.blom@ing.com
mailto:raoul.leering@ing.com
mailto:maarten.leen@ing.com
mailto:Maureen.Schuller@ing.com
mailto:Warren.Patterson@asia.ing.com
mailto:rafal.benecki@ing.pl
mailto:philippe.ledent@ing.com
mailto:peter.virovacz@ing.com

THINK economic and financial analysis

Inga Fechner
Senior Economist, Germany, Global Trade
inga.fechner@ing.de

Dimitry Fleming
Senior Data Analyst, Netherlands
Dimitry.Fleming@ing.com

Ciprian Dascalu

Chief Economist, Romania
+40 31 406 8990
ciprian.dascalu@ing.com

Muhammet Mercan
Chief Economist, Turkey
muhammet.mercan@ingbank.com.tr

Iris Pang
Chief Economist, Greater China
iris.pang@asia.ing.com

Sophie Freeman

Writer, Group Research

+44 20 7767 6209
Sophie.Freeman®@uk.ing.com

Padhraic Garvey, CFA
Regional Head of Research, Americas
padhraic.garvey@ing.com

James Knightley
Chief International Economist, US
james.knightley@ing.com

Tim Condon
Asia Chief Economist
+65 6232-6020

Martin van Vliet

Senior Interest Rate Strategist
+31 20563 8801
martin.van.vliet@ing.com

Karol Pogorzelski
Senior Economist, Poland
Karol.Pogorzelski@ing.pl

Carsten Brzeski

Bundles | 16 January 2018 28


mailto:inga.fechner@ing.de
mailto:Dimitry.Fleming@ing.com
mailto:ciprian.dascalu@ing.com
mailto:muhammet.mercan@ingbank.com.tr
mailto:iris.pang@asia.ing.com
mailto:Sophie.Freeman@uk.ing.com
mailto:padhraic.garvey@ing.com
mailto:james.knightley@ing.com
mailto:martin.van.vliet@ing.com
mailto:Karol.Pogorzelski@ing.pl

Global Head of Macro
carsten.brzeski@ing.de

Viraj Patel

Foreign Exchange Strategist
+44 20 7767 6405
viraj.patel@ing.com

Owen Thomas

Global Head of Editorial Content
+44 (0) 207 767 5331
owen.thomas@ing.com

Bert Colijn
Chief Economist, Netherlands
bert.colijn@ing.com

Peter Vanden Houte

Chief Economist, Belgium, Luxembourg, Eurozone

peter.vandenhoute@ing.com

Benjamin Schroeder
Senior Rates Strategist
benjamin.schroder@ing.com

Chris Turner

THINK economic and financial analysis

Global Head of Markets and Regional Head of Research for UK & CEE

chris.turner@ing.com

Gustavo Rangel
Chief Economist, LATAM
+1 646 424 6464
gustavo.rangel@ing.com

Carlo Cocuzzo

Economist, Digital Finance
+44 20 7767 5306
carlo.cocuzzo@ing.com

Bundles | 16 January 2018

29


mailto:carsten.brzeski@ing.de
mailto:viraj.patel@ing.com
mailto:owen.thomas@ing.com
mailto:bert.colijn@ing.com
mailto:peter.vandenhoute@ing.com
mailto:benjamin.schroder@ing.com
mailto:chris.turner@ing.com
mailto:gustavo.rangel@ing.com
mailto:carlo.cocuzzo@ing.com

THINK economic and financial analysis

Article | 15 January 2018 India

India - A mixed inflation bag

With the risk of worsening public finances overshadowing green
shoots of economic recovery, the Indian rupee will remain under
weakening pressure in 2018

Source: Shutterstock

5 ZO/O Inflation in December

Worse than expected

Lower WPI but higher CPI inflation in December

Contrary to the consensus of acceleration, India’s wholesale price inflation slowed in December to
3.6% year-on-year from 3.9% in the previous month. The consensus was 4.0% while at ING, we
were forecasting: 3.9%.

This follows consumer price inflation data last Friday showing acceleration to a 17-month high of
5.2% in December from 4.9% in November. Food prices were a source of divergence in two price
measures, while fuel and utility prices remained elevated in both measures. This puts October-
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December average CPI inflation at 4.6% and WPI inflation at 3.7%, up from 3.0% and 2.7%
respectively from the previous quarter.

Potential inflation risk

The Reserve Bank of India targets CPI inflation for monetary policy purpose, and the medium-term
target is set at 2-6%.

However, with 5.2% latest print CPl inflation has already surpassed the RBI's 4.3-4.7% forecast
range for the second half of the fiscal year 2017-18. While we do not see inflation breaching the
medium-term policy target as yet, the continued upward grind in food and fuel price, and potential
overshoot of the government budget deficit keep such risk alive.

8 [l_ O/O Industrial production growth in November

Better than expected

Some green shoots of economic recovery

On some positive news on growth, industrial production surged by 8.4% YoY in November, an 18-
month high, on the back of a 30% surge in exports in that month. December trade data will show if
the export strength was sustained through the end of 2017. But for now, firmer activity growth
supports our forecast of a pick-up in GDP growth to 6.5% YoY in the October-December quarter
from the previous quarter of the last year.

On-hold RBI policy in 2018

We don't think the RBI will get carried away by the latest CPl and Industrial Production data for
increased tightening at the next monetary policy meeting on February 7. Nor do we expect any
change to the current neutral policy stance through the rest of 2018.

Weakening pressure on the Rupee

All eyes are now on the government budget for the fiscal year 2018-19 to be unveiled on
February 1, which will be a balancing act for the Modi administration ahead of general
elections in 2019.

With the risk of worsening public finances overshadowing green shoots of economic
recovery from dual shocks of de-monetisation and poorly planned tax reforms, we expect
the Indian rupee to remain under weakening pressure in 2018. Our USD/INR forecast

for end-2018 is 64.50 (spot 63.62).
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