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WASDE update: Brazilian corn crop
downgrade
This week's WASDE report contained few surprises, with the 2020/21
Brazilian corn crop downgraded as expected, whilst there was little
change in 2021/22 balances for grains and soybeans. The report was
moderately supportive for corn and slightly bearish for soybeans

Drought hits Brazilian corn output
The June WASDE report from the USDA was moderately supportive of corn prices, with changes to
the US and global 2020/21 balance sheets leading to a tightening.

In the US, both domestic demand and export estimates were increased for the 2020/21 marketing
year by a combined 150m bushels and given there were no changes on the supply side. It meant
that the US ending stocks edged lower to 1.1b bushels, less than the roughly 1.2b bushels the
market was expecting. As for the upcoming 2021/22 season, there were no changes to the US corn
balance, with the exception that we are expected to enter the season with slightly lower stocks,
and so as a result ending stocks for 2021/22 were lowered from 1.51b bushels to 1.36b bushels.
Expectations heading into the release were for a number closer to 1.4b bushels.

Turning to the global corn balance, the largest change seen for 2020/21 was the current Brazilian
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corn crop. Drought conditions in the region weighed on the safrinha corn crop, and expectations
going into the release were that the USDA would revise lower their Brazilian output estimate.
Instead, Brazilian production was revised down from 102mt to 98.5mt, which still leaves output
higher than what many in the market are expecting. The estimate is also above what CONAB is
forecasting for the crop, with them yesterday also revising lower their production estimate to
96.4mt from 106.4mt.

There is room for the 2020/21 global corn balance to tighten further with the potential for further
downward revisions to the Brazilian crop. However, for 2021/22, global corn stocks are expected to
grow YoY. Therefore, we believe prices should weaken from current elevated levels when new crop
supply becomes available. However, this is assuming normal weather conditions in the US over the
summer months.

Apart from the weather, another key uncertainty is whether the market will continue to see robust
import demand from China over 2021/22. The USDA is forecasting that China imports will total
26mt in the upcoming marketing year, unchanged from the current season’s estimate.

Corn supply/demand balance

Source: USDA

Soybean inventories edge higher
The WASDE numbers were less constructive for soybeans. The agency revised its US domestic
demand estimate by 15m bushels for the 2020/21 marketing, which left ending stocks for the
season at 135m bushels. The market expected ending stocks to be closer to unchanged, at a little
more than 120m bushels. There were no changes to US supply or demand estimates for 2021/22;
however, given the higher beginning stocks, obviously, ending stocks for the next marketing year
are also higher than the market was expecting.

Turning to the global soybean balance for 2020/21, and similarly, the global market is expected to
see ending stocks edge higher, with them estimated at 88mt, up from the previous estimate of
86.55mt, and also higher than the roughly 87.4mt the market was expecting. This increase was
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driven by slightly weaker domestic US demand, whilst Brazilian production was revised higher by
1mt to 137mt. The market had expected this estimate to remain unchanged.

The 2021/22 global balance sheet saw marginal changes to demand & supply, with higher ending
stocks driven by expectations of a larger carryover of inventories from the current marketing year.
As a result, global ending stocks for 2021/22 are forecast to increase to 92.55mt, with stronger
output expected from Brazil, the US and Argentina, suggesting that we should see soybean price
trend lower in the next marketing year, assuming no supply shocks.

Soybean supply/demand balance

Source: USDA

Better supply prospects for European wheat
The USDA left the US wheat balance largely unchanged for 2020/21, except revising higher exports
by 20m bushels, which leaves estimated ending stocks at 852m bushels, lower than the roughly
870m bushels the market was expecting heading into the release. As a result, beginning stocks for
2021/22 were somewhat lower; however, this was offset by expectations of slightly higher output
in 2021/22. Ending stocks for 2021/22 are estimated at 770m bushels compared to market
expectations of more than 780m bushels.

Looking at the global balance, the USDA increased its supply estimates for 2021/22 on higher
production from Europe, as recent rains were seen beneficial for the current crop. The agency
revised higher its global production estimates by 5.5mt, with the majority of the increase coming
from the EU (+3.5mt), Russia (+1mt), the US (0.7mt) and Ukraine (+0.5mt). Global production is
now projected to increase 2.4% YoY to a record high of 794.4mt. Global demand estimates were
also revised higher by around 3mt, which was mostly driven by Europe. As a result, 2021/22 global
ending stocks estimates were increased by around 1.8mt to 296.8mt, larger than the roughly
294mt the market was expecting. With stocks edging higher, we would also expect wheat prices to
trend lower from current levels.
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Wheat supply/demand balance

Source: USDA
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