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Thai inflation returns to sub 1% territory
Lower inflation coupled with slowing GDP growth provide more
reasons for the Bank of Thailand to leave the monetary policy on hold
in December. But expect food to be displacing transport as the key
driver of inflation in 2019

Source: Shutterstock

0.9% CPI inflation in November

Lower than expected

Lower oil price have kicked in
Breaking the brief 1% plus trend, the consumer price inflation dipped to 0.9% year on year in
November from 1.2% in October while core inflation eased by half a percentage point to 0.7%. We
anticipated no change in both measures from their October levels.

What stood out the most was a sharp slowdown in the transport component to 1.6% in November
from 3.9% in October as the recent plunge in global crude oil prices works its way through to
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domestic fuel prices. Lower transport inflation more than offset higher food inflation of 1.0% than
0.3% in October, while inflation in other components remained mostly unchanged over the course
of two months.

We maintain our forecast of 1.1% inflation for 2018. 

Paving way for more being inflation outlook
We see food displacing transport as the key driver of inflation in 2019. The low base effect is at
work in the food component and could push the annual increases to as high as 3% by mid-2019. 

On the transport side, the 30% plunge in global oil prices over the last two months doesn’t look to
be completely reversible as slower global growth weighs down demand.

As such, the risk to our 2019 inflation forecast of 1.3% remains on the downside.

Why the central bank needs to tighten the policy?
In the recent past, inflation hasn't been a policy concern and is unlikely to become one shortly
either. And GDP growth has dipped below what appears to be the government's 4% comfort level
in the third quarter, which is where it likely to remain for most of next year. Yet, the noise about
the central bank hiking at its next meeting is on the rise.

Balance of economic risks tilted toward growth

Source: Bloomberg, CEIC, ING

We believe the balance of economic risk is tilted towards growth, not inflation and that
expectations of central bank tightening in December are misplaced. The Bank of Thailand
has already signalled downside risk to its 4.4% growth forecast for the current year. Its
growth and inflation projections for 2019 are 4.2% and 1.1% respectively.

We maintain our contrarian view that there will be no change to the 1.50% policy rate in
December and are pencilling in a 25bp rate hike in 2Q19, which we will be looking to push
out in time if growth continues to be under 4% in coming quarters.
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