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Rates Spark: More rates divergence
Markets are again spooked by rising energy prices. For central banks,
inflation takes precedence and adressing the supply shock falls into
the remit of fiscal policy, which may explain a more muted reaction by
rates. The PMIs come as a reality check though and should at least
play into the narrative of more divergence between US and European
rates. 

The main driver of the
increase in inflation
was energy prices

Energy prices spook markets again
Markets may have brushed off the ongoing conflict in Ukraine, but energy prices remain a weak
spot of economies - that is judging by the reaction of risk assets to headlines that Russia would
require gas exports to be paid in Rubles going forward. It again raises the spectre of a total energy
embargo.

Visco: supply shock should be addressed by fiscal policy rather
than central banks
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Yields have backed off their highs, with curves bull flattening yesterday. But the move is
dampened to a degree, with the backdrop of central banks focusing on the inflation fight – even
though with differing nuances of caution. The supply shock - as was expressed by ECB member
Visco only yesterday - should be addressed by fiscal policy rather than central banks. In the
Eurozone this has led to speculation surrounding a potential EU fund to support energy bills relief
akin to the EU’s proven SURE model. So far, nothing has been confirmed, but the topic will be
discussed at the EU Council meeting that starts today.

The rates divergence narrative could regain more traction with
today's PMIs

Source: Refinitiv, ING

Today's PMIs are a reality check on the robustness of
economies
Europe is certainly more exposed to the supply shock. Buffering the impact of higher energy bills
may indeed be more a task for individual countries and may eventually weigh on government
funding plans. For now these plans have proven relatively robust. Germany’s plans for substantially
higher military spending are not impacting bond issuance plans this year – yesterday’s published
financing plan update for the second quarter was unchanged from December’s.

The UK’s “mini budget” yesterday even surprised markets with a lower than expected planned
bond issuance for the next fiscal year. This will have supported the bull flattening of the Gilt curve
which indeed outperformed Bunds. Notably, Gilts did not outperform versus swaps, suggesting
that the macro backdrop remains the greater concern.

The PMIs should feed divergence narrative that has emerged with
the onset of the war.

Today’s flash PMIs should provide first hints of how the Ukraine conflict and in particular the
ensuing surge in energy prices affects economic sentiment. At least in Europe they are expected
to mark larger declines compared to measures taken prior to the Ukraine invasion. The
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discrepancy with their US peers fits the divergence narrative that has emerged with the onset of
the war.

More curve flattening after the UK's "mini budget"

Source: Refinitiv, ING

Today’s events and market view
The Nato and G7 meeting, as well as the EU summit starting today may create more
headlines on the geopolitical front. The ECB speakers front is cooling, with Elderson speaking
and Schnabel later in the evening today. For a change the focus could lie on macro data,
with the flash PMIs gauged for the conflict’s impact on economic sentiment. The Eurozone
manufacturing flash PMI is seen dropping from 58.2 to 56 in March, services from 55.5 to
54.3.  

In the US the durable goods orders are dragged down by aircraft orders, but ex-transport
likely to remain more robust. Fed speakers continue to feature highly on the agenda. After
having heard from the Fed’s Mester that 50bp hike may be needed this year, we will hear
from the Fed’s Kashkari, Waller, Evans, and Bostic today.

SSAs continue to fill the supply pipeline with KFW mandating a 15Y EUR benchmark and the
EFSF sending out an RFP for an upcoming transaction. Nonetheless, having passed the main
slate of sovereign supply including the syndicated deals from Austria and Italy could provide
rates markets with additional relief. Given the diverging economic backdrop that should
become more evident with today’s data, the spread widening narrative between US and
European rates should gain more traction.



THINK economic and financial analysis

Article | 24 March 2022 4

Author

Antoine Bouvet
Head of European Rates Strategy
antoine.bouvet@ing.com

Benjamin Schroeder
Senior Rates Strategist
benjamin.schroder@ing.com

Padhraic Garvey, CFA
Regional Head of Research, Americas
padhraic.garvey@ing.com

Disclaimer

This publication has been prepared by the Economic and Financial Analysis Division of ING Bank N.V. (“ING”) solely for information
purposes without regard to any particular user's investment objectives, financial situation, or means. ING forms part of ING Group
(being for this purpose ING Group N.V. and its subsidiary and affiliated companies). The information in the publication is not an
investment recommendation and it is not investment, legal or tax advice or an offer or solicitation to purchase or sell any financial
instrument. Reasonable care has been taken to ensure that this publication is not untrue or misleading when published, but ING
does not represent that it is accurate or complete. ING does not accept any liability for any direct, indirect or consequential loss
arising from any use of this publication. Unless otherwise stated, any views, forecasts, or estimates are solely those of the author(s),
as of the date of the publication and are subject to change without notice.

The distribution of this publication may be restricted by law or regulation in different jurisdictions and persons into whose
possession this publication comes should inform themselves about, and observe, such restrictions.

Copyright and database rights protection exists in this report and it may not be reproduced, distributed or published by any person
for any purpose without the prior express consent of ING. All rights are reserved. ING Bank N.V. is authorised by the Dutch Central
Bank and supervised by the European Central Bank (ECB), the Dutch Central Bank (DNB) and the Dutch Authority for the Financial
Markets (AFM). ING Bank N.V. is incorporated in the Netherlands (Trade Register no. 33031431 Amsterdam). In the United Kingdom
this information is approved and/or communicated by ING Bank N.V., London Branch. ING Bank N.V., London Branch is authorised by
the Prudential Regulation Authority and is subject to regulation by the Financial Conduct Authority and limited regulation by the
Prudential Regulation Authority. ING Bank N.V., London branch is registered in England (Registration number BR000341) at 8-10
Moorgate, London EC2 6DA. For US Investors: Any person wishing to discuss this report or effect transactions in any security
discussed herein should contact ING Financial Markets LLC, which is a member of the NYSE, FINRA and SIPC and part of ING, and
which has accepted responsibility for the distribution of this report in the United States under applicable requirements.

Additional information is available on request. For more information about ING Group, please visit www.ing.com.

mailto:antoine.bouvet@ing.com
mailto:benjamin.schroder@ing.com
mailto:padhraic.garvey@ing.com
https://www.ing.com

