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Asia week ahead: 3Q GDP numbers due
from northeast Asian countries
Hong Kong, Korea, and Taiwan report 3Q GDP numbers next week, and
we expect export strength to have outweighed domestic demand
weakness, but that won’t be enough to pull year-on-year growth back
into positive territory just yet
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Hong Kong, Korea, and Taiwan report 3Q GDP
Hong Kong, Korea, and Taiwan are the next in line to report their GDP figures for 3Q20 over the
next week.



THINK economic and financial analysis

Article | 22 October 2020 2

The Covid-19 lockdowns sharply dented GDP in the second quarter but as economies re-opened,
they clawed back some lost ground last quarter. However, the risk to this stems from the second
wave further suppressing domestic demand. All three northeast Asian countries releasing GDP
data suffered from the second wave over the last quarter.

On the flip side, accelerated export recovery should bode well for the GDP numbers. We expect
export strength to outweigh domestic demand weakness producing a strong GDP bounce over 2Q.
However, that won’t be enough to pull the year-on-year growth back into positive territory just
yet.

What else?
China’s industrial profits growth is on a steady upward trend in September, signalling steady
investment and GDP growth in the period ahead. Likewise, forward-looking indicators in Korea
including consumer and business confidence data should guide us on the recovery in the final
quarter of the year.

Lots of Japanese activity releases will come as fresh inputs for the Bank of Japan policymakers
deciding the policy next week (29 October), though none of these are likely to change the current
policy stance.

Moving to the south, manufacturing releases from Singapore and Thailand for September and
trade figures from Malaysia will help us fine-tune 3Q GDP estimates for these countries.   
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